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The Bible and the Needy 


By Commander Evangeline Booth 


Commander-in-Chief of the Salvation Army m the United States and a Vice-President of 
the American Bible Society. 


HE Bible is the book of all books. It has seen their birth. It will see 

their graves. It is the one book that is older than our fathers; that is 
truer than tradition; that is more discerning than universities; that is more 
orthodox than creeds; that is more infallible than science; that is more power- 
ful than kings; that is more widely distributed, more frequently translated 
than all other literature. 

The enemies of the Bible have searched heaven and earth for every argu- 
ment that might be used to refute its statements, destroy its teaching, and deny 
its miracles. Infidel scientists have marshaled against the Bible the chemist’s 
: bottle, the astronomer’s telescope, the explorer’s fathoming rod, even the 

COMMANDER geologist’s hammer. But, against the assaults of cynics, of critics, of sceptics, 

pOOTH the Bible stands unaltered, immovable, and unshaken,—what Gladstone called 
the Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. 

For centuries, despotism has thundered forth edicts against the Bible. Fires have consumed 
it. The blood of countless martyrs has stained its pages. At this moment, the Bible is refused 
admittance into Russia. But, despite all persecution, all suppression, all destruction, the Bible 
triumphs,—a perpetual and evermore victorious resurrection from the tombs built around its 
living words by the unbelief and sin of man. The Book is God’s, and He guards it. 

No power can tear down that altar in the hearts of countless millions to which they bring their 
griefs, their sins, and their perplexities, and find inscribed thereon the assurance of a Saviour’s 
love, pardon, and consolation. Hidden, treasured, ineradicable and forever secure, the Bible 
lives imperishable in the soul of the Christian. Mankind’s yearning for its truth is universal, 
and its possession is ubiquitous. It is found under the prophet’s mantle, the fisherman’s coat, 
the shepherd’s smock, the housewife’s apron. It has its place on the judge’s bench, within the 
soldier’s knapsack, the merchant’s desk, the salesman’s suitcase, the sailor’s bunk, the schoolgirl’s 
satchel. It is the one book for all. It is suited for all zones, arctic and tropic. It can be read 
on a camel’s back, or seated on a reindeer sled; guarding cattle on a Southern hill, or climbing 
Alpine crags. Oh, when I see there is no spot, or condition, or circumstance, or individual for 
which this Bible is not adapted, I am convinced that only God could have written a book so 
marvelous in its suitability. - 

The Salvation Army is a mission of the poor to the poor; to the desolated and forgotten 
masses, and amid the indescribable miseries of the underworld, the teaching of this book has 
been the one undimmed lamp. To the dying saint on a bed of rags in the rear-tenement base- 
ment, the Twenty-third Psalm has given a solace and a courage that no human help can afford. 
Multitudinous have been the hands of the poor who have clasped the Bible as the sword of their 
defense against the hardships of life, and who have clasped it to their hearts as the one help for 
the helpless at the hour of death. 

Speaking personally, after a lifetime devoted to the poor, I should say that they, more than 
any others, have proved the preciousness of the Bible that was peculiarly written as God’s gift 
to the poor. What it is to them depends not on argument, not on theory, not on speculation. It 
is founded on faith and experience. The Christian poor’s whole dependence is upon the Word 
of God,—this treasury of divine love and wisdom, this exhaustless fount of strength, made theirs 
_without money and without price. 

You may take all life holds dear away from me, but you shall not take away my Bible. 
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Unique Assistance in China 


By the Rev. G. Carleton Lacy, D.D., Secretary, China Agency 


HE National Educational Association, at 
its meeting in the spring, adopted as one of 
its measures for the reduction of illiteracy the 
promotion of the national phonetic script. 
Heretofore this system has been promoted offi- 
cially rather as a method of standardizing 
pronunciation. With this new impetus the de- 
mand for Scriptures printed in the combined 
character and phonetics has increased. 
An Unnamed Donor 
A generous woman, who wishes to remain 
unnamed, has contributed funds for publishing 
the entire Bible in this form. Only the New 
Testament and a few Old Testament portions 
have previously been available. The produc- 
tion of the whole Bible will be a stupendous 
undertaking, as the manuscript will have to be 
written by hand in both forms of script in 
parallel columns, with extreme care to keep 
each word adjacent as in an interlinear transla- 
tion. In order to make the characters clear 
and the phonetics sufficiently big for aged eyes, 
the book will reach rather large dimensions. 
The special purpose of the donor is to open 
the Scriptures to elderly women who have not 
earlier learned to read. Suggestion has been 


made that this be called “Grandmother’s Bible.”’ 
The gift itself will go largely to the preparation 
of the manuscript and the plates, and the Bible 
Society will assume an important share of the 
publication, selling them considerably below 


intl awe Date 3 
READING SCRIPTURES ON THEIR WAY TO WORK 


cost, so as to enable every grandmother to own 
one of these books. 
General Chang Chih-kiang Again 


Another generous gift has made possible a 
large circulation of Bibles. Again it was from 


General Chang Chih-kiang. As in two pre- 
vious cases, the aid came in the form of a large 
purchase, amounting this time to about $5,000. 
Handsomely bound Bibles and Testaments 


Gen ex at 
Chang’s first 
purchase was 
of 2,000 Bibles 
and 6,000 Tes- 
taments, for 
which he paid 
$5,700 in 1925. 
The second 
was of 4,500 
Bibles and 
6,000 Testa- 
ments, for 
which he paid 
$7,500 in 1926. 
With the pur- 
chase here re- 
ported of 
$5,000, and 
more recently 
of $3,000, the 
General has 
shown his be- 
lief in the 
Word of God, 
and desire to 
have it circu- 
lated, by turn- 
ing over to our 
China Agency 
$21,200 gold ° 
for Bibles 
and Testa- 
ments. 


GENERAL CHANG AND _ SON, 


SAMUEL 
DR. LACY (right), REV. T. H. 


(center), 
LIN (left) 
specified and provided with this fund were en- 
trusted to our Agency for sale at half price. 

It is the conviction of this Christian states- 
man that the possession of a well-bound book 
tends to deepen interest in its study and respect 
for its content, and that many who ought to 
have a leather-bound Bible cannot afford to pay 
even the cost price of the book. Thus, through 
his generosity, this year a great company of 
Christian people have come into possession of 
beautiful Bibles at half price. In addition, the 
fund has provided several hundreds of the 
books as gifts to hospitals, to theological semi- 
nary students at graduation, and to young min- 
isters upon the occasion of their ordination. 

The calls upon the stock of Bibles and New 
Testaments thus provided have gone far be- 
yond the supply. But, at the close of the year, 
while busy with the duties of his official posi- 
tion, the general has sent word authorizing the 
reinvestment of some three thousand dollars 
of proceeds, from sale of his books in another 
edition, to meet these new needs. He is thus 
making his original investment continue its pro- 
ductiveness year after year, while the benefi- 
ciaries share not only in his generosity, but in 
extending it to many others. 
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For several years this man’s profound inter- 
est in the dissemination of the Scriptures has 
been a matter of public knowledge and com- 
ment. He has been persistent and fearless in 
his presentation of Bibles to his colleagues in 
public office. In this work he has now been 
joined by a sympathetic donor in the United 
States, who has contributed a_ substantial 
amount to extend this sort of service through- 
out China. 

Also Captain Dollar 

Shipboard is a great place to read. By the 
generosity of another earnest lover of the Bible, 
Captain Robert Dollar, there has been placed 
on each of his great fleet of trans-Pacific liners 
and round-the-world boats a supply of Chinese 
Bibles to meet the need of Chinese passengers, 
cabin boys, and waiters. These books have 
been selected with a view to providing which- 
ever dialect or language form would be most 
readily understood by whoever might wish to 
read. This benefactor has also agreed to pay 
the freight charges on books shipped on the 
boats of his line,—a provision of direct benefit 
to the China Agency which supplies the Chinese 
Scriptures for the United States, Siam, and 
other parts of the world. 

The Post Office : 

The same transportation difficulties that have 
at times made it impossible to ship food sup- 
plies to some of the northwestern provinces, 
have shut out for many months supplies of 
Scriptures for which we have been importuned. 
Yet, we cannot but record once more our ap- 
preciation of the postal service, which has be- 
come our most used agency for the distribu- 
tions of Scriptures in China. Again and again, 
this organization has carried our parcels of 


COLPORTEUR 
SHEW 
CARRIES 
HIS 
OWN 
STOCK 


books for weeks and weeks over thousands of 
miles; and, when the addressee could not be 
found, has carried the badly worn bundles safe- 
ly back to the office from which they started. 
Or, when a ship has been sunk in the treacher- 
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ous Yangtze rapids, carrying to destruction in 
the turbid waters some registered package of 
books, they have offered to carry without 
charge a new supply to replace the loss. 

Another service which the Post Office has 
rendered in a markedly increased measure this 
year, 1s the transmission of funds through pos- 
tal money orders. The majority of our Chinese 
correspondents, whose number grows steadily, 
have no checking account and find it difficult 
to make payment for purchases. While the 
rate on money orders is still high, the service 
is reliable, and the carrying on of our business 
has been greatly facilitated by this arm of the 
government service. 

And Airplanes 

The facilities for carrying on our work have 
been further improved by the air mail line be- 
tween Shanghai and Hankow. As yet there 
has been no emergency which would justify 
the expense of sending books by air; but letters 
and reports and orders have passed between 
our offices from the coast to the heart of 
Szechwan, greatly expediting important busi- 
ness. The Agency Secretary flew from 
Kiukiang to Hankow in seventy-five minutes, 
saving a day and a night on the river steamer. 

e e 


Moses Aids Modern Industry 


By the Rev. A. Wesley Mell, Secretary, Pacific Agency 


N addressing the twelfth annual conven- 

tion of the Associated General Contractors 
of America, meeting early this year in San 
Francisco, Will J. French, director California 
Department of Industrial Relations, urged the 
importance of “Construction Safety” upon all 
engaged in the building industry. He called 
attention to the world’s first safety text re- 
corded in Deuteronomy 22: 8, as “especially 
fitting for a convention of contractors”: 


When thou buildest a new house, then thou 
shalt make a battlement for thy roof, that thou 
bring not blood upon thine house, if any man 
fall from thence. 

Mr. French also called attention to this 
book of Moses, chapter 24, verse 15, as to the 
prompt payment of wages: 

At his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither 
shall the sun go down upon it; for he is poor, 
and setteth his heart upon it. 

As a modern prophet of industrial relations, 
Mr. French is proving that Scriptural prin- 
ciples are worthy, practical, and profitable, 
stating that “safety is no longer merely me- 
chanical in its operations,” and that “the acid 
test of civilization is the conservation of 
human life.” 
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Mothers and the Open Bible 


Mothers’ Day, coming in May, easily explains the choice of the picture on the cover. It 
was supplied by the ever-alert Secretary of the Pacific Agency—the Rev. A. Wesley Mell. 


HE Mothers’ memorial tablet and the 
large open Bible illustrated on the 
cover of this issue) are to be found in the 
main lobby of the Portland (Ore.) Young 
Men’s Christian Association. This unique 
memorial originated in a suggestion of Charles 
N. Wonacott, a former secretary, and of Mr. 
E. Quackenbush, the first president, of the 
association. Mr. Wonacott’s thought was to 
offer opportunity to any men desiring to per- 
petuate the memories of their mothers. Any- 
one investing exactly one hundred dollars, no 
more and no less, in memory of his mother, 
has her name placed on the tablet in bronze 
letters. The endowment is perpetual, the in- 
terest from it alone being used for work 
among young men and boys. Memorial endow- 
ments to thirty-five mothers had been given at 
the time this photograph was taken. 
Mr. Quackenbush, a loyal student and lover 
of the Word, presented the large-print Bible 
obtained from the American Bible Society to 


be placed, and always kept open, under the 
memorial tablet. Mother and an open Bible: 
how often the one recalls the other! 

A number of doubting Thomases thought 
that the Book would seldom, if ever, be read; 
but the director of religious work of the as- 
sociation says that from the date of the dedi- 
cation ceremony up to the present there has 
“hardly been a time that some young man was 
not reading its sacred pages. It is well worn 
and fingered now. The favorite readings 
seem to be the Psalms, Proverbs, and the Gos- 
pels. However, the most-worn part of the 
Bible is the first eleven pages of Genesis. The 
reason for this seems to be unexplainable.” 

The association frequently receives kindly 
commendations from out-of-town visitors, as 
well as local friends and members for making 
this great book of all books available to all 
who desire to consult its pages for inspiration 
and information concerning spiritual truth, or 
to read it for meditation and worship. 


A Day with Farag Abdalla 


By Willard Price 
Experiences and pictures Mr. Price obtained on his world tour last year. 


AWN in Egypt. The stars draw a veil 

over their faces. The swift-flowing 
Nile changes from black to silver. A faint 
hush of rose in the East foretells the coming 
of the Egyptian sun. There is a clear call 
from the minaret. The village of Beni Mazar 
stirs in its sleep. Dogs bark, roosters crow, 
donkeys bray. White clouds of egrets drift 
through the palm trees. Street criers begin 
to chant. Water carriers fill their goatskins 
at the river’s brink. Soon the streets, empty 
a few moments ago, swarm with turbaned 
figures. On every hand is heard the saluta- 
tion, “May your day be happy!” 

Where death is always standing at one’s 
elbow; where polygamy is common; where 
divorce may be performed merely by repeat- 
ing the three words, “I divorce you”; where 
education is almost beyond reach; where 
fanaticism and fear take the place of spiritual 
forces, there is good reason for the plaintive 
morning greeting, “May your day be happy!” 

Who will make it happy? 

Here is a man who knows. “In this little 
book,” he calls to the passers-by, “is the story 
of Him who brings joy and peace.” The 
speaker holds in his hand a New Testament 


ee ee 2 


- agreed to let him go only when he gave them 
the little book. 


They . 


printed in Arabic. On the ground before him 
are spread his wares—Gospels, Testaments, 
Bibles. This picturesque character, in blue 
burnoose and white turban, who looks as if 
he himself had stepped out of a Bible story, 
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is a colporteur of the American Bible Society. 
His name is Farag Abdalla. His mission is 
to help bring to the men and women of these 
poor villages the abundant life. 

We found him at sunrise, already at work. 
We had come from Cairo—the Agency Sec- 
retary of the American Bible Society and the 
American layman who was interested to see 
what happens in the 
ordinary day’s work 
of a colporteur in a 
far land. The Secre- 
tary explained to 
Farag that we ex- 
pected to follow him 
all day. 

»I shall be most 
happy in your com- 
pany,” replied Farag, 
“provided I may pro- 
ceed as usual. I have 
much to do this day.” 
He was assured that 
it was exactly the 
usual day’s work that 
we wished to see, and 
that there would be no 
interference with his 
plans. 

“Then, let us go to the market,” he said. 
He gathered up his books, untethered a little 
donkey, placed his books in the panniers, 
climbed to the saddle and set off down the 
winding street. 

He did not go far. At the first group of 
children he stopped. They were busy with a 
game, and disposed to pay no attention to him. 
He called to them, asking if they would like 
to hear a story. Thus he touched the Achilles’ 
heel of childhood, and they immediately 
gathered about him and listened with rapt at- 
tention as he related the story of the boy 
Jesus. They were unwilling to let him go, 
and agreed only when he promised to let them 
have a little book containing the whole story. 
He gave them Gospels, since they had no 
money to pay for them. One child pressed 
upon him a little crust, thus exchanging her 
daily bread for the Bread of Life. He blessed 
her with a smile and kind words, then ate the 
bread as reverently as if he had received it 
from the communion table. 

On he went down the street, calling, “Any- 
body want to buy a book that tells about man 
from the time of creation—about our prophets, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob—all down to the time 
of Joseph?” And then, referring to the New 
Testament, “Here’s a book that tells about our 
Lord and what he taught and did.” 


“At last, the market. What 
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Every ten feet or so the donkey must stop. 
Donkey-like, he was quite willing to do so, 
and remained as still as a graven image while 
his master, using the saddle as a pulpit, dis- 
cussed the Scriptures with fruit sellers, gro- 
cers, hardware merchants, postal clerks, stu- 
dents, peasants, camel drivers. Some scorned 
the books. Some took, examined, and dis- 


Willara Price 


a crowd! What vocal tumult! ... Into the mass rode Farag.” 


dainfully returned them. Some, unable to 
read, pretended to do so, holding the page 
upside down. One frankly said, “I cannot 
read—but my boy goes to school, and he can 
read it to me.” Another said a neighbor 
would read to him. One was about to buy, 
when he caught sight of the Coptic priest 
and, fearing his censure, protested loudly that 
he would not think of reading such a book. 
Now and then a well-dressed sheikh would 
pause, listen, argue, and probably buy. On 
the whole, a surprising number of books were 
sold and a most lively interest displayed. 

At last, the market. What a crowd! What 
vocal tumult! Each vendor seemed to be try- 
ing to outyell his neighbor. The cobblers, the 
ironmongers, the bakers, the barbers, the 
tattooers, the sellers of sugarcane, chickens, 
cheese, skins, eggs, cattle, buffaloes, sheep, 
flutes, pottery, medicines, fortunes, charms 
for camels’ necks—all proclaimed their serv- 
ices at the top of their lungs. How could a 
gentle colporteur make his message heard? 

Into the mass rode Farag, the donkey placid- 
ly nosing his way through the milling crowd 
and accepting with equanimity the buffets 
from elbows and shoulders of excited bar- 
gainers. Farag held up a Gospel. He did 
not speak—he could not have been heard. He 
trusted the little book to speak for itself. It 


fe 


did. There was a sudden hush. Immediately 
the Gospel had made itself the center of at- 
tention. 

Then voices broke out again, but now they 
concerned the Book: “It’s the ‘Jesus book’!” 
“Drive him out!” “We’ll teach him to come 
here!” “Pull him off his donkey !” 

No sooner said than done. Farag was 
dragged to the ground, mauled and punched. 
Gospels were taken from the saddlebags and 
flung into the air. 

“Shall we go in to help him?” the American 
asked. ‘Farag is in no danger. But, if for- 
eigners began mixing in, there might be a 
real riot,” was the reply of experience. 

Farag did not strike back. The injustice 
of the situation quickly appealed to the crowd. 
There were cries of “Let him go—never mind 
him.” A powerful sheikh pushed back the 
tormentors, saying, “If you would all read 
that book, you would be better off.” Three 
men picked up Farag and planted him on his 
donkey’s back. Many of the scattered Gospels 
were returned to him, but not before they had 
been curiously examined. 

“This is ridiculous,” said one, reading the 
inscription on the title-page. “It says here, 
‘The Book of the New Covenant of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.’ How is he my 
Saviour? Can he save my arms or legs or 
anything ?” 

The crowd guffawed. Then Farag began to 
speak. He told of the Saviour, and his love 
for those whom he had come to save. For 
half an hour he spoke, while business stood 
still in that part of the market. More im- 
portant business was in hand. When he had 
finished, there was a demand for books. 
Thirty Gospels, twenty Psalms, and a New 
Testament were sold. Questioners would 


hardly let Farag go, but he finally departed, 
taking the good will of the crowd with him. 


Willard Price 
“To a curious Arab melody, Farag sang selections from the 103rd Psalm!” 
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After a simple luncheon of sunbread and 


buffalo milk at the home of the Christian pas- 
tor, Farag led the way once more, this time 


going through the residential part of the town, 


visiting the homes. 
tom, the women who responded to his knock 
did not admit him. Standing in the doorway 
with children clustering around, they listened 
to his story and frequently bought books. 

At one house a fine-looking Arab gentleman 
opened the door. 


Because of harem cus- 


When he learned the col-_ 


porteur’s errand, he was much interested. 
“Let us talk about it,” he said, inviting Farag — 


and his American friends to enter. Tea and 


cakes were served. There was a spirited and | 


intelligent discussion. Then, “Permit me to 
bring my family together, so that you may 
read to us all.” 

On an upstairs verandah of this spacious 
home the family assembled—three generations. 
To a curious Arab melody, Farag sang selec- 
tions from the 103rd Psalm. The family, al- 
though not familiar with the words, joined in 
the chant. Then Farag read from the Gospel 
of St. John. 


Frequently he paused to make — 


vivid comments, applying the story to the life 


of modern Egypt. Even the smallest children 
were charmed by his personality and paid 
close attention. 
man led in prayer. 

The sheikh was profuse in his thanks. This 
was not his first contact with Christianity, and 
he had become persuaded that it was his way 
of life. He now bought many books. Then 
he asked how he might establish a proper place 
of worship in the vicinity. Farag and the 
Bible Society’s Agency Secretary talked with 
him long and earnestly. 

They had already sold books. Why did 
they wait? Because these men of the Book 
do not limit themselves to the sale of Scrip- 
tures, however important a service that might 
be. They regard the germination 
of new churches as distinctly a 
part of their task. 

Farag has started many churches 
during his thirty-five years of serv- 
ice. We journeyed on to see one 
of his latest achievements—a 
church of twenty-five members, 
about to call a pastor. In the mean- 
time Farag preaches there. We vis- 
ited another meeting place, not yet 
organized. There, also, Farag 
preaches. 

At the little village of Daquf, in 
the almost horizontal rays of the 
setting sun, Farag held an open- 
air service. Then he took us across 


Then all stood and the Bible 
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the brook to a small place 
of worship, and, laying his 
hand affectionately upon the 
worn door, he told us the 
story of this little church: 

A robber chief stole a 
Bible from the colporteur. 
No Moslem could read it to 
him. Finally one said, 
“There’s a Copt who can 
read it.” “Here, read this,” 
throwing it into the Copt’s 
lap Oh no, I can’t2’ 
“Why not?” “The Coptic 
priest would excommuni- 
cate me.” 

The robber brandished 
his club. “Well, choose: if 
you read it, the priest will excommunicate you 
—if you don’t, I'll kill you.” 

The Copt read. The robber was interested. 
Later he came in contact with evangelists and 
missionaries and was converted. He called 
together his robber band. “I’ve always dealt 
squarely with you. Don’t be afraid I'll squeal 
on you. But from now on I don’t know you, 
and you don’t know me.” 

He became a devoted Christian elder and 
helped to build this church. 

Night. We traveled back to Cairo. It 
seemed as if we had seen a lifetime in a day. 
Farag had not only sold sixty Psalms, fifty 
Gospels, two Bibles, and a New Testament, 
but through his ministration and the medium 
of his rich, Christian personality he had 
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Willard Price 


“In the rays of the setting sun, Farag held an open-air service.” 


touched thousands of lives. Who could esti- 
mate the harvest of that one day’s work? And 
when we realize that there are around the 
world more than three hundred devoted col- 
porteurs of the American Bible Society giving 
their lives to such work, we catch a vision of 
what is being done by the men of the Book. 

The American bystander gained the vivid im- 
pression that the Bible is still decidedly a living 
book that makes itself the center of modern 
discussion, struggle, and progress. Stolid self- 
content is disappearing in Egypt. Fanaticism 
is fading. Even the closed Moslem mind is 
now flowering, reaching out for sun and air. 
The Christian gospel is found to contain the 
answer to many searching questions of the 
new day. 


A Kindly Word 


It is always pleasing to have unsolicited and genuine tributes to our work and workers. The 
following paragraph was found in the April 8 issue of the “Herald of Holiness,” the official 
paper of the Church of the Nazarene. 


66 HE Bible House (at Cristobal) is like 

an oasis in a desert. They are particu- 
larly kind to passing missionaries and Chris- 
tian workers, and went quite out of their way 
to make it possible for me to stay with them 
the two days I am here. Mr. Gregory, the 
manager of the Bible House, is well known 
to the missionaries in Guatemala, and both the 
Friends and our own people urged me to call 
here and make his acquaintance. One has to 
see the great need for the distribution of the 
Word of God in these darkened lands to be 
able to fully appreciate what the Bible Society 
is doing. In supplying our missionaries with 
Bibles, Testaments, and Scripture portions in 
the languages of the people, the American and 
British Bible Societies are doing a work so 


noble and so necessary that it is practically 
impossible to calculate how we would get along 
without them. But we do not have to settle 
the question, What would we do without 
them? for they are with us and are about their 
task with a zeal and earnestness that is most 
inspiring. Whenever it is found impossible to 
produce portions of the Bible in some new 
language or dialect, the Bible Societies are 
ready and waiting to undertake the task. And 
all through this country the American Bible 
Society is distributing millions of Bibles, 
Testaments, and portions in the Spanish lan- 
guage. The British and American Bible So- 
cieties (they do the same kind of work in the 
fields where they operate) are worthy of all 
the encouragement and support.” 
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A Jubilee 


IFTY years ago this month, the English 

reading world had probably its greatest 
excitement. Nothing like it has occurred be- 
fore or since. It centered around the publica- 
tion of a book. On Tuesday, May 17, 1881, 
in England, and on Friday, May 20, in the 
United States, the Revised English New Testa- 
ment was issued. It was an epoch in the his- 
tory of the Bible. “The eagerness of the pub- 
lic to secure copies of this revision, and the 
rapidity and extent of its sale, surpassed all 
expectations and are without a parallel in the 
history of the book trade,” said Dr. Philip 
Schall, president of the American Committee 
on Revision, in chronicling the event later. 

The files of New York papers in the New 
York Public Library well substantiate this 
statement. The New York Herald of May 21, 
1881, reported that the doors of the publishing 
house were open long before daylight, and that 
the demand was so great that only wholesale 
orders were filled, the sign ““No Goods at Re- 
tail” being posted on the door. The New York 
Tribune of the same day stated, “The sales of 
the Revised Testament yesterday exceeded 
300,000 copies.” Enterprising individuals did 
a thriving business in selling copies on the 
streets, hundreds being sold on Wall Street in 
the neighborhood of the Stock Exchange. The 
Chicago Tribune and the Chicago Times had 
the book telegraphed to them from New York, 
constituting by manyfold the longest dispatch 
over the wires up to that time. Has it ever 
been exceeded? In a few days, 2,000,000 
copies had been sold in England, and the edi- 
tions imported into the United States were 
exhausted. 

The reaction to this revision was not alto- 
gether favorable, and the sales dropped rapid- 
ly. As is widely known, it carried in the text 
the preferences of the English Revision Com- 
mittee when there was a difference between 
that committee and the American revisers. By 
agreement, the preferences of the American 
revisers were withheld from publication for 
twenty years. 

In 1901, the American Standard Revised 
Version was published carrying out more fully 
the preferences of the American revisers. It 
is being increasingly used. The copyright of 
this edition has been held by Thomas Nelson & 
Sons. In 1904 the American Bible Society 
began to publish the American Standard Re- 
vised Version, by arrangement with the copy- 
right holders, in various editions in the cheaper 
forms. It has just been announced that ar- 
rangements have been perfected between 


Thomas Nelson & Sons and the University 
Presses in England, which control the publica- 
tion of Bibles in that land, by which the Ameri- 
can Standard Revised Version is to be made 
available throughout the British Empire, by 
Nelsons in Canada and by the University 
Presses in Great Britain and the other domin- 
ions. This clearly indicates a call for the 
American Standard Revised Version in those 
lands. 

On the invitation of the Board of Managers, 
issued in recognition of the jubilee, the Ameri- 
can Standard Bible Committee held its recent 
meeting in the Bible House, where the original 
American Standard Revision Committee began 
and carried on its work a half century ago. 
This American Standard Bible Committee has 
been appointed by the International Council of 
Religious Education, in consequence of an 
agreement with Thomas Nelson & Sons, when 
the Council took over the original copyright in 
1929, and renewed it with a view to maintain- 
ing a uniform text. 

Versions 

While speaking of versions, it may be an- 
nounced that the American Bible Society has 
just published a new edition of its poster 
“Every Man in His Own Tongue.” The orig- 
inal poster, published in 1924, had the names 
of 770 languages and dialects in which the 
Bible, New Testament, or some portion of the 
Bible had been translated and published. The 
present poster carries the names of 906. This 
list includes the names of languages and dia- 
lects which have become obsolete. Of course, 
they have become such in the more distant past ; 
but that languages are still becoming obsolete 
was illustrated by an incident reported at the 
recent meeting of the Committee on Versions. 
A little volume was shown in Zeitoon Arme- 
nian, with a statement that this version was 
now obsolete for the terribly sad reason that 
the community of 20,000 Armenians for which 
it had been printed, practically has been wiped 
out during the World War. 

e 

Ir is the custom in Japan following weddings 
and funerals for those in attendance to receive 
a box of cake as they leave. In the case of a 
wedding, this is always a gift of the groom. 
At a recent Christian wedding in Yamaguchi, 
the bride and groom came from families in 
which there were no professing Christians, and 
there were many non-Christian guests. The 
gift of the groom to each of the guests was a 
leather-bound pocket Testament.—The Presby- 
terian. 
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parisons. Some follow. 
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1930 and Other Figures 


HIS year completes fifteen of the second century and affords occasion for com- 


In Workers there has been a distinct swing from employed colporteurs to volunteers 

_ rendering regular service. Both in 1915 and in 1930 the largest total was of correspon- 
dents working on commissions. Byt where in 1915 colporteurs on salary were almost 
double the number of volunteers, in 1930, volunteers outnumbered colporteurs four 


In Issues, 1930 records another great advance—nearly a million volumes over the 
previous highest total, and exceeding, for the first time, the 12,000,000 mark. The 
figures here given are a distinct advance on the tentative figures announced in April. 

The third table shows the steady increase in recent years. The previous largest total, 
7,/61,377 volumes, was reached in our 100th year, 1915. 

The fourth statement presents the striking fact that the issues of the last fifteen 
years were not far from the total issues of the preceding one hundred years; also that 
issues abroad in the last period exceed those at home, reversing the earlier record. 


Dr. North Goes Abroad 


ENERAL SECRETARY NORTH 

sailed on April 24 for conferences with 
the officers of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society in London, and the National Bible 
Society of Scotland in Edinburgh, expecting to 
be back in New York before the end of May. 
In response to an invitation, he is to make an 
address at the historic annual meeting of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society on May 6, 
held in Queen’s Hall, Viscount Cecil of Chel- 
- wood and the Bishop of Chelmsford also being 
speakers on that occasion. 


I. Workers ie 1915 : = ~1930 : 
At Home Abroad Grand Total At Home Abroad Grand Total 
(Golporteursmee meee 57 570 WEG 53 309 362 
Correspondents ........ 339 1,091 1,430 670 1,276 1,946 
WolhtiniSrs ooounnéanonk 178 243 421 1,070 ily 1,587 
otal aetna tervals 674 1,904 2,578 1,793 2,102 3,895 
II. Issues pea. 
1930 Bibles Testaments Printed Portions Blind Total 
PN ialg Covet ome erictc gee 245,343 387,480 4,936,313 4,142 5,573,278 
PNbrOad mee crencctere srs 65,778 370,862 6,024,818 397 6,461,855 
MNotaletsae tee sc os SH VAL 758,342 10,961,131 4,539 12,035,133 
III. Six Years of Advance 
Total Issues 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 
Ne odailesnsts, Gino Beco oe 3,646,548 4,352,703 Soul 4,547,868 4,062,908 5,573,278 
INDroadmemeiyca act 5,567,875 5,554,658 4,279,546 6,484,626 7,039,756 6,461,855 
(ie Hee owed one 9,214,423 9,907,361 10,034,797 11,032,494 11,102,664 12,035,133 
TV. Total Issues—One Hundred and Fifteen Years 
1816—1915 1916—1930 Total 
FALE ELOMMO RRA eh raser cera er 71,536,305 50,779,856 122,316,161 
ADE OAC en toe ee sel 46,151,286 59,766,601 105,917,887 
117,687,591 110,546,457 228,234,048 


Dr. Ritson Retires 


ORD has been received of the resigna- 

tion of the veteran and honored secre- 
tary of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
the Rev. John H. Ritson, D.D. This step was 
taken, and the resignation regretfully accepted, 
because Dr. Ritson, who is well past his three- 
score and ten years, was advised by his doctors 
that he should no longer carry the heavy re- 
sponsibilities which he had handled with such 
fine devotion, consummate skill, and marked 
success during nearly a third of a century. It 
has been a world service. 
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How It Goes in the Upper Andes 


By the Rev. Robert H. Milligan, D.D., Secretary, Upper Andes Agency 


4 he total circulation of the Scriptures 
for the year 1930 is far ahead of any 
former year. We have sold 7,765 Bibles, 
5,071 Testaments, and 241,025 portions; a 
total of 253,807 volumes, as compared with 
51,170 volumes for 
the year 1929° Be- 
sides, we have circu- 
lated 23,186 Testa- 
ments provided by the 
Million Testaments 
Committee—making a 
grand total of 276,993 
volumes. These latter 
Testaments I have re- 
ported separately, for 
the reason that they 
were not sold, but 
given, to the people, 
contrary to our cus- 
tom; therefore, they 
ought not to be in- 
cluded when compar- 
ing our circulation 
with that of the pre- 
ceding year. 

It is generally true, 
and especially among 
primitive people, that 
no value is attached to that which costs nothing. 
The only Bible that we can feel sure will be 
read is the Bible for which the purchaser has 
paid a price, even if it be only a fraction of the 
cost. Our people are generally very poor, and 
most of our books are sold at a reduction; but 
only occasionally and under exceptional circum- 
stances do we give books free. 

The languages and dialects in which the 
Scriptures have been circulated in this Agency 
during the past year are as follows: Spanish, 
English, German, French, Italian, Portuguese, 
Catalan, Irish, Japanese, Chinese, Greek, He- 
brew, Arabic, Aymara, and Quechua; the last 
in three different dialects, namely, the Quechua 
of Peru, of Bolivia, and of Ecuador. 

In the sale of portions there has been an 
enormous advance over former years. 

The portions printed in Spanish are the 
Four Gospels, the Acts, and Proverbs. No 
person who knows primitive people will be 
surprised that Proverbs is included in the por- 
tions. It is by no means the most important 
book in the Bible; but to a primitive people 
it is one of the most intelligible and one of 
the most interesting, since all primitive people 
preserve the wisdom of the past in proverbs. 


AN AYMARA INDIAN 


An Example of Congregational Distribution 

In a little town named Huacho, one hundred 
miles north of Lima, there is an Adventist 
congregation directed by an active and alert 
American missionary. Last June, I wrote to 
this missionary, making him an offer of a 
special commission on the sale of portions, 
provided he would take a lot of 10,000. These 
were to be sold only in sets of five volumes 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Proverbs) 
and at the usual selling price. They were 
also to be circulated by active colportage, 
which was to be continued until the whole ten 
thousand were circulated. It would take one 
of our hired colporteurs a very long time to 
make such a house-to-house canvass as this 
proposition implied, and to sell 10,000 vol- 
umes. And it would be very expensive. Nor 
could he do the work half so well as the 
people of that congregation, since the latter 
know the community and for the most part 
would be selling to their neighbors. 

The pastor and congregation together ac- 
cepted my proposition. For the time being 
they all became colporteurs. And they liked 
it. All commissions went to their church, and 
not to themselves. They were surprised and 
delighted at the amount turned into the treas- 
ury; for they are poor people. 

After three months the missionary wrote 
me that the whole lot of 10,000 portions had 
been circulated. I offered him a second ten 
thousand on 
the same terms. 
He set the mat- 
ter before his 
congregation 
and asked for 
a rising vote, 
reminding them 
also that their 
vote would 
pledge them to 
participate in 
the wonks 
Every member 
present rose. 
And they kept 
their word thus 


Z = UE 
QUECHUA INDIANS end of anole 
three months they had sold all of the second 
lot, making 20,000 volumes in six months cir- 
culated by that one small congregation. They 
are now ready for more. May their enthusiasm 
continue and their example be contagious. 


pledged. At the — 
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An Example of Individual Distribution 

For the last two years, in making this re- 
port I have quoted Miguel Sabha, a colporteur 
in Bolivia. Sr. Sabha is an Arabian, born in 
Bethlehem of Judaea. His wife is a Bolivian, 
and they have three children. Their home is 
in La Paz. Of the many chapters of his re- 
port covering the work of the year, we have 
space only for a few samples. The original, of 
course, is in Spanish. 

“One morning in the month of March I 
visited Sipe Sipe, twenty-five miles from 
Cochabamba. I was welcomed in many homes. 
In the first house at which I called, I tried 
to sell a book to a woman. Upon finding that 
it was the book used by ‘evangelicals,’ she re- 
fused to touch it. I said: ‘Sefiora, will you 
listen while I read to you a few passages from 
this book, that you may judge for yourself 
whether it is good or bad?’ There were sev- 
eral other persons in the 
room, and they all con- 
sented to listen while I read. 
When I finished, they all 
turned and looked into each 
other’s face in astonishment 
at what they had heard. 
Then the woman exclaimed : 
‘What is the name of this 
book, and how much does it 
cost? Each one of the group 
bought a book. It was the 
Four Gospels and Acts in 
Quechua. That day I made 
three calls where I was re- 
ceived in precisely the same 
manner. 

“I went into the home of a poor shoemaker, 
who told me that he had to work so hard for 
a living, that he had no time to think about 
religion. I asked if I might read to him while 
he worked. His wife and family joined him, 
and all listened while I read the message that 
they had never heard before. I could see that 
they were more and more interested as I read. 
At length, the man said, ‘We must buy that 
book.’ Before I left the house, they had all 
professed faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They promised to follow him as long as they 
lived, and to read the Bible every day. 

“In Santivafiez, a town near Cochabamba, 
I went into a house and addressed the woman 
who owned it. When she discovered that I 
was an ‘evangelical,’ she flew at me, and strik- 
ing and kicking me, she pushed me out into 
the street almost before I knew what had hap- 
pened. : 

“Upon the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roberts, of the Bolivian Indian Mission, I 
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visited the city of Totora, one hundred miles 
from Cochabamba. There is a population of 
eight thousand people, many of them belong- 
ing to the better social class. Nevertheless, 
the town is notorious for drunkenness, crime, 
and fanaticism. 

“A few days later, in the same town, where 
I had been preaching every day, although I 
was a stranger and knew nobody I was told 
privately that my life was in danger, because 
I had pointed right at the personal sins of im- 
portant men and women. I did not believe 
that they meant me any harm, but I was mis- 
taken. The next time I preached, a prominent 
man of the town suddenly stepped to my side 
and exclaimed: ‘The person who throws a 
stone at this man will have to face me.’ Then, 
indeed, I learned that they had come with 
stones, intending to kill me. This man was 


at heart a true believer, but because of the 


CHOLO WOMEN DANCING 


“They are wearing only the usual number of petticoats.” 


fanaticism of the people he had never before 
confessed his faith. 

“Later in the year I spent some time in 
La Paz, where I sold books to many people 
of the most intelligent and cultured class in 
Bolivia. There were thirty families of this 
class who bought Bibles from me, and who 
received the Word eagerly, just as after a 
long drought the thirsty land receives the first 
showers.” 

So Miguel Sabha’s story reads on and on. 
I have quoted only a few paragraphs. It is 
typical of the experience of all those who 
work on the frontier, whether in Bolivia, Peru, 
Ecuador, or Colombia. 


OTICE—The one hundred and fifteenth 

4 Annual Meeting of the American Bible 
Society will be held in New York City, at the 
Bible House, Astor Place, on Thursday, May 
14, at 3:30 p.m. Members of the Society and 
delegates from Auxiliaries are cordially invited. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of four 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 


2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription 
of $50.00 at one time. 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription of 
$150.00 in one or two payments. 

4. Memorial Members are constituted by a contri- 
bution of $100.00. The contributor names the one 
in whose memory the Membership is created. The 
Bible is distributed through the years in memory 
of such a person. 


Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 
Life Directors and Life Members. 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 


APRIL MEETING OF THE BOARD 
A [ae twelfth stated meeting of the Board 

of Managers of the American Bible 
Society in its one hundred and fifteenth year 
was held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, on Thursday, April 2, 1931, at 3:30 
p-m., Vice-President Henry S. Stearns, M.D., 
presiding. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. Dr. John H. Raven. 

The minutes of the eleventh stated meeting 
of the year were presented and approved. 

A memorial minute on Dr. John Willis Baer 
was read by the Rev. Dr. R. S. Inglis and 
adopted. 

John Willis Baer, LL.D. 


On the Sabbath day, February 8, 1931, John Willis 
Baer, LL.D., died at his home in Pasadena, Cali- 


| 
Volume 76 


fornia. Few that saw him in his activities in recent 
years realized that he had attained his threescore | 
years and ten. He departed suddenly, without linger-_ 
ing in pain. In addition to his widow, deprived of — 
his loving, tender companionship, he left two sons 
and a daughter mourning the loss of a devoted father. 
To them all the Board of Managers of the American 
Bible Society, of which he was a Vice-President, ex- 
tends across the continent the hand of loving sym- 
athy. 

De Baer began life in 1861, the son of a Hun- 
garian immigrant, on a farm near Rochester, Minne- 
sota. As a young man he attained success in 
commercial pursuits. He became interested in Chris- 
tian Endeavor work in the early days of that 
marvelous movement, and his zeal, ready wit, and 
executive ability made him a marked man in its great 
conventions. The founder of the society, Dr. Francis 
E, Clark, won him, in 1892, to the post of general 
secretary of the Young People’s Society of Christian 
Endeavor. Few men have spoken to such vast num- 
bers of youth and so fruitfully as did he in his decade 
of service. In 1902, he became assistant secretary 
of the Board of Home Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. A., and for four years served that im- 
portant cause with marked success. Called to the 
presidency of Occidental College, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, in 1906, he became the idol of the student body 
as he had been of the Christian Endeavorers. The 
college made great strides as an educational institu- 
tion during the ten years of his presidency. After 
thirty years of leadership in Christian activities, he 
became vice-president of the First National Bank of 
Los Angeles and supervising director of the Pasadena 
branches, continuing as such for his remaining fifteen 
years and rendering generous philanthropic service to 
his community, state, and church. 

The Christian Church had few, if any, more useful 
laymen. His persuasive eloquence and his Christian 
diplomacy on a number of occasions brought harmony 
in the midst of divergent views. He was honored 
by being the first layman elected in 1919 as moder- 
ator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. 

Loyal to the Word of God, he became a Vice- 
President of the American Bible Society in 1919, 
rendering it valuable special service in two of its 
largest financial campaigns—the first, in the raising 
of its endowment fund of one million dollars; and 
the second, in the raising of funds to provide Testa- 
ments for soldiers and sailors of the United States 
during the World War. In his personal relation- 
ships a most affectionate friend, in his social rela- 
tionships always the courteous, Christian gentleman, 
and above all possessed of a sweet, simple and beauti- 
ful Christian character,—his going is a great loss to 
this Society and to the many other agencies of the 
Kingdom with which he was connected. 


The minutes of the standing committees 
were presented and approved. 

Treasurer Darlington made a full statement 
on the subject of annuity rates in connection 
with the recent subconference on annuity 
agreements of the Federal Council Committee 
on Financial and Fiduciary Matters, at At- 
lantic City. 

General Secretary North and Treasurer 
Darlington explained the estimate and plans for 
the erection of a Bible House at Tokyo, Japan. 

Action was taken on some special financial 
matters presented by the Treasurer. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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SAFE INCOME 


Happy 
Christian 


Annuitants 


Mrs: EB ete 
of New York 


“T am happy to 
know that as 
long as I live I 
will receive each 
annuity payment 
without fail.” 


These are actual photographs 

of a few of hundreds of men 

and women who have written 

words of praise for the annu- 

ity plan that helps distribute 
the Word of God. 


You, too, if you want 
to give to the cause of Serip- 
ture distribution but require 
some return from your gift 
during your lifetime, will 
find the American Bible 
Society’s annuity plan emi- 
nently satisfactory. 


A GREAT CONVENIENCE 


Mae BP Be 
of Florida 


‘*The annuity 
plan provides a 
permanent and 
convenient in- 
come. I need 
only to deposit 
the semi-annual 


check.” 


Its safety is guaranteed by 

the substantial resources of 

this great world-wide So- 

ciety which has been dis- 

tributing the Scriptures 
since 1816. 


J ee 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Astor Pl., N. Y. 


Rin, 


Please send your booklet 
tion on the annuity plan of t 
is understood that this request 


No. 62AB giving full informa- 
he American Bible Society. It 
places me under no obligation, 


Sigte....:4 in es 
Be Sure to Fill in Olearly Your Name and Complete Address. 


FOR LIFE . . 


The Rev. 
VER IK Poe 
of California 


“T enjoy a lib- 
eral rate and 
the annuity 
checks come 
twice a year, 
always promptly 
when due.”’ 


Mrs. S. G. H. 
of Missouri 


“T consider the 
Society’s work 
as second to 
none in furth- 
ering Ohrist’s 
kingdom upon 
the earth.” 
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